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East St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
6200 County Road 3 SW – Byron, MN 

May 14, 023: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Guest: Dr. Elaine Siemsen            Organist: Pat Nelson 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every 
generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen 
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in 
baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the 
Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the 
world. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A LITANY FOR MOTHER'S DAY 
To all the mothers of our congregation 

We bless you. 

To those who become mothers through adoption –  

We rejoice with you.  

To those who placed children up for adoption -  

we remember you and how you hold that child in your heart. 

To those who are pregnant and those who have given birth –  

We celebrate with you.  

To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual 

moms –  

We need you.  

To those who know the ache of losing a child through 

miscarriage, failed adoptions, or running away –  

We mourn with you.  

To those in the trenches with little ones every day,  

and wear badge-of-honor food stains –  

We appreciate you. 
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To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with 

pokes, prods, tears, and disappointment –  

We walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish things.  

We don’t mean to make this harder than it is.  

To those who have lost their mothers –  

We grieve with you.  

To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own 

mother –  

We believe you.  

To those who are tested by motherhood and milestones –  

We are better for having you in our midst.  

To those who mother by loving nieces and nephews, students 

and neighbors –  

We give you thanks for your nurturing.  

To those who wish children had been part of the plan –  

We mourn that absence with you.  

To those who step-parent –  

We walk with you on these complex paths.  

To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren, yet 

that dream is not to be –  

We grieve with you.  

To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year –  

We pray for your transition.  

To all those who love fiercely and completely –  

We are grateful for God’s compassion and love shining 

through you. 

The peace of Christ be with you always  

And also with you.  
 

GREETING (WOV p. 46) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

The word is near you, 
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on your lips and in your heart. 

If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 

and believe in your heart that God 

 raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Faith comes from what is heard, 

and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 
 

GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (WOV 719) 
 

SCRIPTURE SONG (WOV p. 47) 
Salvation belongs to our God and  
to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
Great and wonderful are your deeds, O God of the universe; 
just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. 
Who can fail to honor you, Lord, 
and sing the glory of your name? 
Salvation belongs to our God and  
to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
For you alone are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and worship before you, 
for your just and holy works have been revealed. 
Salvation belongs to our God and  
to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 47) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things 
in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the 
prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the 
Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to 
Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He 
proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true 
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Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice 
through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
A reading from Acts, chapter 17: 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I 
see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I 
went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they 
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In 
him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 
your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 
and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20 
 8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
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  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire 
and water, but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13I will enter your house with burnt offerings and 
   will pay you my vows— 
 14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke 
of rams; I will give you oxen and goats.  
 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in 
the face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean 
to act in accordance with what is right. 
A reading from 1st Peter, chapter 3: 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. 
Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in 
your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 
evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
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for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which 
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 48) 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you! 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you! 
Our hearts burn within us  
while you open to us the Scriptures. 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all glory to you! 
Word of life, Jesus Christ, all praise to you! 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus 
encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, 
who will be with them forever. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a 
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 
me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
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21They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN Gather Us In (WOV 718) 
 
CREED AND CONFESSION (WOV p. 49) 
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth,  
the gospel of your salvation. 
We believe in him and are marked with  
the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 
 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
pray in the Holy Spirit. 
 

Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
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Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has 
become new! 
 

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone. 
Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY (WOV p. 50) 
Glory to you, God, for yours is the earth; 
yours the hosannas, the dying, rebirth. 
Ours the rejoicing for nature reclaimed; 
ours the thanksgiving to your holy name. 
Ours be the telling of deeds greatly done; 
yours be the glory, O God, yours alone. 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 
in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from 
death to life, from silence to speech, from idleness to action. 
With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the 
Church through all the ages we give thanks for your saving 
love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need. 
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God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us 
and to send your Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send 
your people into the world to serve as mirrors that reflect and 
magnify your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the 
creatures, plants, and places that are suffering, and equip us to 
respond to their song. Make us agents of restoration and 
refreshment for all your beloved creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the 
nations justly, show mercy to all who are oppressed, and speak 
truth to power through your prophets. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make 
your presence known to those who feel abandoned or alone, 
and to all who are sick or grieving (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and 
mother figures. Console all who long to be mothers, children 
estranged from their mothers, anyone grieving the death of a 
mother, and mothers who have lost a child. Support all for 
whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give 
thanks for the apostle Matthias and all your saints. Sustain us 
by your love until we join the saints in glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 52) 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING (WOV p. 53) 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
Amen 
 

SENDING SONG O God in Heaven (ELW 748) 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is risen! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS019935. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE VISITING: 

If you’re visiting, please sign our guestbook (in narthex). 
Worship times rotate monthly between East & West St. Olaf. 

  
MAY WORSHIP TIMES  

EAST 9:00 am Worship/East coffee after church 
BOTH 10:00 am BOTH JAM classes at WEST (May 21 at 
12:30 pm, year-end Bowling Party at Mony’s Hayfield)  
WEST  11:00 am Worship/Coffee before church 10am  

 
THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING US 
Note: Anyone interested may join Altar Guild 
Altar Guild: May – Deanna Bakken 
Deacon: May - Lori Peterson 
Reader/Helpers: May 14 – Reader: Brian Mueller 
East Acolytes:  Ushers cover, if no acolyte is listed 
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TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
>>> FOR EMERGENCY PASTORAL NEEDS:   

Pastor Paul is on vacation through May 19. 
>>> For emergency pastoral needs, call Pastor 
Kristen Anderson of Trinity Lutheran in Hayfield.  
Office phone: 507-477-2248. 

 
EAST - IMPORTANT MAY DATES: 
 

TODAY AFTER CHURCH: East families are invited to enjoy a 
catered Mother’s Day Brunch (Men needed to serve the meal). 

 

May 21 (Sun.) After church: East will have Graduate 
Recognition During our coffee hour – Come honor our 2023 
graduates! 
        At 12:30 pm: Year-end JAM BOWLING PARTY for 
        East & West JAM students (parents drive kids to Mony’s) 
 

Also May 21: Trinity Lutheran Hayfield will celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of their building dedication next Sunday, May 21:  9:00 
am – Coffee, social time and activities 

10:00 am – Worship service & Anniversary program 
Lunch served immediately after the worship/program 

 

May 27 (Sat.) from 1-3:00 pm: Graduation Open House at East 
St. Olaf for Allison Meier – All welcome! 
 
Note to East Members: If there are any members who are ill or 
in need of a card from the congregation, please contact Jane 
Williams at (507) 271-2272. 
 
East Contributions   
(05/07/2023) Current $2,365 and Benevolence $125. 
 

HAPPENING TODAY & THIS WEEK 
 

Deadline for bulletin information – Wednesdays by 7:30 pm. 
     Submit any newsletter info by the 20th of each month. 
 

TODAY 9:00 am East Worship-Dr. Elaine Siemsen 
10:00 am East Mother’s Day Brunch – all 
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are invited (our men are serving) 

  10:00 am BOTH: JAM classes at WEST 
  11:00 am West Worship-Dr. Elaine Siemsen 
Monday --------  Pastor vacation 
Tuesday --------  Pastor vacation   

10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
Wednesday --------  Pastor vacation 
Thursday --------  Pastor vacation 
  7:00 pm Submit newsletter info to Gina 
Friday  --------  Pastor’s day off-work 
Sun. 05/21 9:00 am East Worship/Communion then  
    AFTER church: East Graduate  
    Recognition with cake & coffee 
  10:00 am BOTH: Last day of JAM (@WEST) 
  11:00 am West Worship 

12:30 pm BOTH: Year-end party for JAM  
students from East & West – at  
Mony’s in Hayfield (Parents 
should transport children to  
Mony’s & may stay for the fun!)  

 

COMING UP AT EAST & WEST  
 

May 22 (Mon.) 9am-noon Pastor at office 
May 23 (Tue.) 10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
May 25 (Thu.) 9am-Noon Pastor at office 
May 26 (Fri.)  ______ Pastor’s day off-work 
May 27 (Sat.)  1-3:00 pm Graduation Open House for  

Allison Meier at East St. Olaf  
May 28 (Sun.)9:00 am East Worship 
  11:00 am West Worship/Communion 
May 29 (Mon.) ---------- Office Closed – Memorial Day 
  9am-Noon West Memorial Day coffee served 

10:25  am  West Memorial Day Service by  
    the Hayfield Legion  
May 30 (Tue.) -------   NEWSLETTER DAY at office 
    (9:10-print, 9:30-fold, 9:40-collate) 

10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
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TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER  
 

East Prayers:  Alan Hovey, Jean (Sandy Dollie’s daughter),  
Verla Holman (friend of Marylin Carlson), Dawn Hugeback, 
Debra Moekel (daughter of Audrey Carlson), Keith Roeder (Paul 
Jordan was his father-in-law), Dalton Mansfield (currently serving 
aboard ship), John (cousin of Pat Nelson), Bill Fritts, Sylvia 
Torstenson, Heidi Guenius (cousin of Becky Brakke), David 
Distad, and John Heydt (brother of Pat Nelson). 
West Prayers:  Madeline Kingsbury and her loved ones (she is 
the Winona missing woman), Rick Boyum, Karen Hanson, Gloria 
Pew, Loretta Himle, Gloria Brown, Aloma Eastlee, Dawn 
Hugeback, Martha Beaver, Darlene Hanson, Kelly Keckhafer, 
Boyd Pew, Cindy Senjem, Philip Senjem, and Matt Miller 
(nephew of Carma Bjornson). Those serving in our military:  
Patrick Reynolds (grandson of Sue Hyland – deployed overseas), 
Erika Smith (granddaughter of Carma & Ardean Bjornson), and 
Tully Hovda (son of Todd & Cathy Hovda). 
 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

>>> FOR EMERGENCY PASTORAL NEEDS:   
Pastor Paul is on vacation through May 19. 
>>> For emergency pastoral needs, call Pastor 
Kristen Anderson of Trinity Lutheran in Hayfield.  
Office phone: 507-477-2248. 

 
SECRETARY Gina Moser: (Please call before driving to office)  
Office Phone: 507-365-8222  Cell Phone: 507-951-4964  
Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com  AND  certainty@kmtel.com 
Send all emails for Gina to both of her email addresses. 
Office Hours: Tues. & Thursdays 10:00 am-Noon 
 
 

COUNCIL CONTACT INFORMATION:  
President, Bruce Peterson:  507-254-1822 
Gary Kearns:  507-206-3158 or 507- 254-5285 
Bryan DeCook:  507-208-1590  
OUR WEBSITES:  eaststolaf.org  OR  weststolaf.org 
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JANITORIAL SERVICE: Becky Wilbourne 507-923-5845 
 
EAST: VISITS FOR OUR MEMBERS 
If you know of anyone who may like a call or visit from Pastor 
Paul or from another member, please contact an East 
deacon:  Jane Williams: 507-271-2272. 
 
 
 


