
 

 

Pastor Paul Thompson  Cell: 507-273-8504  Email: pthomp821@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am–Noon (Monday & Thursday … or by appointment)  Websites: eaststolaf.org ...OR.... weststolaf.org    

Gina Moser, Secretary:  Office: 365-8222   Cell: 507-951-4964   Emails: eastwest@kmtel.com AND certainty@kmtel.com 

SEPTEMBER 2025 HAPPENINGS  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 

 

Frank Ramirez writes, “One of the consistent elements in the ancient mythologies is conflict in 
the heavens. In the Greek pantheon, Gaia and Kronos are supplanted by the Titans, who in turn 
are overthrown by the Olympian gods that we are familiar with through the The Iliad, The Odys-
sey, and other ancient stories. There is conflict between the gods, grudges that are nursed, and 
revenge that wreaks havoc in the heavens that like ripples from a stone thrown in a pond create 
upheaval on earth. 
 
“Though the Judeans who shared the Hebrew scriptures believed in the One God, they accepted 

the fact that there are echoes of this ancient conflict to demonstrate that God has no equals, no peers, and no 
competition. In the first chapter of Genesis, the Spirit of God hovers over the deeps and dispatches the gods of 
chaos, Tohu and Bohu, translated formless and void. In both Daniel 12 and Revelation 12 it is the archangel    
Michael who dispatches Lucifer from heaven, not God, not because God is unable, but there the two do not     
appear in the same picture so that no one can get the false idea that God has a rival.” 
 
The false gods of our day don’t go by names like “Zeus”, or “Thor”, or “Tiamat”. They are more subtle. They are 
ideas that warp our minds and draw us away from total trust in God our maker. Today’s gods try to convince us 
that our purpose in this world is to get ahead of all other people, to dominate and control. 
 
Christ could have dominated the world. He could have forced obedience from all people. But he did not. He 
showed a better way to live, through self-sacrifice and mercy. His greatness came from practicing generosity, 
seeking the best for others, and being at peace with one and all. 
 

In Christ’s name,   
Pastor Paul Thompson 

 

 

 

 NEW SCHEDULE: September Worship & JAM 
 

EARLY SERVICE at 8:30 am (at EAST for September… coffee after church) 

>> JAM RALLY DAY is 9:30 am on Sept. 14 at West for all parish students, and also   
West New Member Day & lunch will be served in honor of new West members and Rally Day! 

LATE SERVICE at 10:30 am (at WEST for September… coffee before church at 9:30 am) 
 

 

OFFERINGS: Our congregational councils ask you to prayerfully continue your financial support for your 
church. Please be sure to make your check out to “West St. Olaf Church” or “East St. Olaf Church” and mail 
to:  
West members mail to: Dave Peterson 25378 720th St., Hayfield, MN 55940  
 

East members mail to: Bryan DeCook at 7583 80th Ave. SW, Stewartville, MN 55976  
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MEMBERSHIP INFO 
 

ETERNAL LIFE 
Gloria Brown (West member), has 
entered eternal life abd will be    
commended unto our Lord on Oct 4,  
2025 at West St. Olaf. Blessed be 
her memory. Rev. Paul Thompson 
will officiate.  
 
 

WOMEN OF EAST NEWS  
 

Women of East: Amy Schwarz, 
Dawn Schwarz, Rosie Schwanke, 
Brenda Exe, Jennifer Braaten-
Winch, Jane Williams attended the 
meeting. It started later, as there 
was no electricity and the group 
hunted down candles. We re-
viewed the Treasure Sale. We had 
great workers turn out. There were  
a few issues that we addressed: 
1.) More signage is needed. Rosie is 
going to contact Thrivent for fund to 
build A-Frame signs to put on high-
ways or up for special events. Dan 
Williams will make them, Jane will 
paint them when the funds come in. 
2.) If we do this with Byron Good 
Neighbor Days, we need to be in 
Byron. Rosie suggested teaming up 
with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
next year. We could take the parking 
lot, and they could have the inside. 
We do have two tents that can be 
put up to protect the items. 
3.) Jane was asked to double-check 
the advertisement in the DCI, as 
Brenda did not see it. It was not in 
the Advantage (that goes out to  
everyone). Next year, try to get it in 
both papers. 
 
September 27 is East’s Fall Craft 
and Vendor Sale, 9:00am-2:00pm. 
Amy and Dawn will take care of  
vendors, Marylin will take charge of 
the kitchen for the Coffee Bar and 
Soup/Salad Lunch. Jane will contact 
Sharon Riess to see if she is willing 
to co-manage. 
Jane will mail out flyers to the 33  
Lutheran churches in our area. 
 
October: There will NOT be a lutefisk 
dinner. There is just not enough man
-power to pull off such a large scale  

meal. SO, there will be a parish-wide 
meatball dinner to raise funds. East 
prep will be on Saturday, Oct. 4 and 
the dinner will be Sunday, Oct. 5. 
Jane will put an ad in the newsletter 
and get sign-up sheets ready. 
 
MEETINGS: September 13, October 
11,  November 8, and December 
13: Christmas Dinner and End of 
Year Meeting 
 
 

WEST WELCA NEWS 
Fall is a new beginning for getting 
back to our regular scheduled activi-
ties in church and school. The crops 
are looking good so hopefully the 
harvest will be plentiful. We look   
forward to the beautiful fall season. 
 

We begin quilting on September 9 & 
10 at 9 AM. Please bring a sack 
lunch. We welcome all ladies to join 
us. There are many ways to help if 
you are not able to be at the quilting 
frame. We share lots of laughs and 
get some quilting done too. We also 
quilt on September 23 &24. 
 

On Sept. 10th at 1 PM we have our 
WELCA meeting. Pastor Paul will 
lead us in Bible study about Martha 
and Mary. Margaret Senjem is our 
hostess. We are usually done by 
3:15. 
 

Rally Day is September 14 with JAM 
Sunday school and coffee hour at 
9:30, church at 10:30, with lunch   
following the service. It is also new 
member Sunday and we are excited 
to welcome 9 new members to our 
WSO family. 
 

Thank you to Roxanne W. and Jan N. 
for being our chairpersons in August 
and organizing workers for Sharon 
and Gene’s anniversary party. Thank 
you to all the ladies who helped serve 
that special day. Thank you to Sheryl 
and Jane for serving on altar guild.  
 

Our September chairperson is Jane 
Estby.  Donna L. and Cindy S. are 
altar guild ladies for September. 

Membership Updates, WELCA News, Serving Schedules 

 
SERVING 

SCHEDULES 

WEST—SEPTEMBER 
 
 

 Ushers: Pete D. organizes  

 Deacon: Debbie Schuck 
 Altar Guild: Cindy Senjem, 
  and Donna Larsen 
 Acolytes: Ushers covering 
 Stewardship SEPT.:  
 1st Sun.–  Luther League 
 2nd Sun.– JAM (or B.O.E.)     
 3rd Sun.– WELCA 
 4th Sun. –  Council   

 

====================== 
 
 

EAST—SEPTEMBER 
 

 Acolytes: Ushers covering 
 Altar Guild: Meghan and 
 Ella Mae Ohman 

 Deacon: Meghan Ohman 
 

 Coffee Servers SEPT.: 
 

 1st Sun.— Quilting Sisters 
 2nd Sun.— Sarah Circle 
 3rd Sun.— OPEN: Contact 
        Marylin Carlson, if willing  
 4th Sun.— Circle 4 
 5th Sun.—S.S./Council 

 

Please have West donations 
for the LWR school kits turned 
in by Sept. 21. The lists of sup-
plies and containers are in the 
church and chapel. This is a 
Thrivent mission. Thank you. 
 

Mark your calendars for West’s  
FALL BAZAAR on Oct. 25. 
Plans are being made so 
watch the bulletin and October 
newsletter for more details. 
 

Sisters in Christ,  
Sharon and Nancy 
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SEPT. Birthdays: EAST 

3     Donna Molde 

5     Sonja Mansfield 

6    Juliana Lee 

6    Kelsey Severson 

6    Sophia Senjem 

8    Mabel Bale 

8    Cameron Meier 

11  Katelyn Severson 

13  Rusty Baier 

14  Bryan DeCook 

16  Dalton Mansfield 

19  Orillie Iverson 

21  Brenda Carstensen 

21  Alexander Moore 

24  Thomas Myhre 

24  Pete Exe 

25  Allison Meier 

26  Darlene Myhre 

SEPT. Birthdays: WEST 

3    Gregory Tiegen 

10  Raymond Sutton 

10  Jennifer Martin 

11  Mathea Horejsi 

14  Mark Hanson 

15  Jason Twaddle 

16  Erik Johnson 

17  Wayne Iverson 

17  Audrin Place 

17  Trystin Kaehler 

17  Gunnar Tiegen 

19  Michelle Lechnir 

22  Quinn Johnson 

26  Margaret Senjem 

26  Adam Glynn 

28  Shauna Eastlee 

29  Jeff Lechnir 

29  Tina Bigaouette 

 ST. OLAF PARISH: NEW TIMES BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER! 
 

 

 
SEPTEMBER EARLY SERVICE will be 8:30 am  
  (Sept.: EAST is early, with coffee after church) 
 
      

   JAM will be at 9:30 am (for all East & West students at West) 
   JAM starts on SEPT. 14 for RALLY DAY, also New    
    Member Day for West & Rally Lunch after church 
 
 

SEPTEMBER LATE SERVICE will be at 10:30 am  
    (Sept.: WEST is late, with coffee before church @ 9:30 am) 

 

 “The Parsonage” Presentation at Olmsted History Center  
 

Join Norman Borge Senjem, of the St. Olaf Heritage Association, for a presentation about the    
parsonage of East & West St. Olaf Churches (at Olmsted History Center). Learn the fascinating 
story of the parsonage from its early brick beginning in 1877 to the modernized version in 1917, 

and the questions regarding its future...is it worth preserving? 
 

Event at Olmsted History Center: Thursday, September 18 at 7pm  
(Located at 1195 West Circle Drive SW Rochester, MN) 

 

Free for members History Center of Olmsted County. Cost is $5 for non-members.  
TO RESERVE A SEAT: (507) 282-9447 or online at www.olmstedhistory.com/events  
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LUTHER LEAGUE PIZZA PARTY…  
and following, CONFIRMATION CLASS RESTARTS! 
 

Join us on Wednesday, September 10 at 6:30 pm, in the West chapel, for our first   

Luther League event of the year—A PIZZA PARTY! Confirmation students will head 

to class afterward, but all are welcome to join for supper. 

If you’re no longer in confirmation and plan to attend, please text Alli at 507-398-7769 so 

we can plan for food. Come hear about all the fun we have planned for Luther League 

this year. We hope to see you there!  [ALSO see pgs. 7 & 8 in this newsletter, for an 

article & events-list for Luther League and photos from fun Luther League events!] 

 

JAM RALLY DAY! (for ALL parish kids - at West chapel) 
AND NEW MEMBER DAY at WEST ST. OLAF 

 

Sunday, September. 14, 2025 will be Rally Day for all parish JAM students (also 

New Member Day at West St. Olaf): Please join us in welcoming JAM students back for 

another year; and welcoming new West members: Bonnie & T.J. Austin and sons Lane 

and Owen Austin, Barb and Dudley Davis, Lon & Judy Jones, and Norm Senjem into our 

church family. MENU: Pulled pork sandwiches, chips, fruit, veggies, bars and beverages. 

This lunch is co-sponsored by Thrivent with free will offering being donated to JAM 

technology fund. 

        >> 9:30 am: First day of JAM classes (also West coffee hour)  

        >> 10:30 am: Worship service / Welcome new members 

        >> After West church: Lunch served at chapel in honor of new members and Rally Day! 

 

 

EAST: “Operation 

School Supplies” 
Supply drive is Sept 1 – Oct 7:  
Drop off in East church entryway  
Supplies go to Byron, Kasson, Stewartville,  

and Hayfield 

• Wide lined notebooks 

• Pack of #2 pencils 

• Crayons (24-pack) 

• Safety scissors 

• Pencil boxes 

• Large erasers 

• Expo markers (3 or 4 packs) 

• Rulers (with both inches and centimeters) 

• Solid colored folders 

• Glue Sticks or Elmers Glue 
• Financial Donations (jot in check memo line: 

            “School Donations”) 

WEST: “School Kits” 
WEST WELCA is collecting school supplies again for  
Lutheran World Relief. There are boxes in the chapel and 
church for you to place your donations. Please drop-off 
by September 21. Thank you. Any donation of school 
supplies is appreciated. All items should be new—please 
remove packaging.  >>> Included in each School Kit:  

> Four 70-sheet notebooks wide or college-ruled,          
 approx. 8”x10½” size  [No loose-leaf paper] 

> One 30-centimeter ruler; or a ruler with centimeters on 
 one side/inches on the other  

>> One pencil sharpener  

>> One blunt safety-scissors 

>> One box of 16 or 24 crayons  

>> One 2½” eraser  

>> 5 black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure
 them together with a rubber band  

>> 5 pencils secure together with a rubber band 

>> One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag,   
 approx. 14”x17” with shoulder straps - WELCA will
 make these but does welcome help.  



 

 

Coffee bar: 9 am—11 am  
 

Soup & Sandwich: 11am –2 pm 

All welcome visit to shop or sell your wares! 
  

East, West & Outside Vendors are welcome to rent a space. 

Contact Amy Schwarz about renting a space  
at amy.jorgenson23@gmail.com 
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Everyone is invited! 

MEATBALL DINNER 

at East St. Olaf 
Scandinavian Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes, Lefsa, and all the fixings! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 5 from 11:30am-12:30pm 
$ 15.00 ages 13-Adult …. . $ 8.00 ages 6-12 …. . and under 5 are free 

 

All are welcome! Bring friends and family too. 
Proceeds go to East St. Olaf General Fund. 



 

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

  

>>Take note of 
the NEW starting 
times! Worship 
times will still  
rotate monthly.  

1 
 
 
 

 OFFICE  
CLOSED 

 Labor Day 

2 
 
 

10:00 am East  
Quilt/sack lunch 

3 
 

Pastor Paul is  
back from vac. 

4 
 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 

5 
 

Pastor 
day-off 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

8:30 am EAST 
Worship, Comm. 
East coffee after svc 
 
 

9:30 am  
West Coffee 
 

10:30 am WEST 
Worship, Comm. 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 
 

9 

 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack 
lunch 
 
 
 

10:00 am East  
Quilt/sack lunch 

 
JOINT COUNCIL  
Meeting at EAST 
(note later date) 
6pm—Individual  
7pm—Joint Mtg. 
 
 

10 
 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
 

1:00 pm West 
WELCA meeting 
Host– Margaret S. 
Study– Pastor 
 
6:30 pm Luther 
League PIZZA  
PARTY @ chapel 
 

7:00 pm BOTH: 
CONFIRMATION 
Class at chapel 

11 
 

 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

Pastor 
day-off 
 
 

 

13 

 
10:00 am 
Women of East 
meeting at 
church, in  
basement (all 
East women are 
invited) 
 

14   

 
 

8:30 am EAST 
Worship 
East coffee after svc 
 

       RALLY DAY! 
9:30 am  
    JAM classes start  
         at West chapel 
     Also West coffee 
 

10:30 am WEST 
Worship, New  
Member annc, then  
RALLY LUNCH & 
welcome New  
Members too! 

15  
 
 

 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 
 
 

 
 

16 
 
 

10:00 am East  
Quilting/sack 
lunch 
 
 

 

17 
 

 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm BOTH: 
CONFIRMATION 
Class at chapel 
 
 
 

. 
 
 

 

18 
 
 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 

 
7:00 pm 
DEADLINE  
to submit info 
for next 
newsletter 

19 
 
 

Pastor 
day-off 

20     

 

 
 
 

21   
 

8:30 am EAST 
Worship 
East coffee after svc 
 

9:30 am  
     JAM at West  
     Also West coffee 
 

10:30 am WEST 
Worship 

22 
 
 
 

 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 
 
 

 

23 
 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack 
lunch 
 
10:00 am East  
Quilting/sack 
lunch 
 

24 
 

9:00 am West  
Quilting/sack lunch 
 
6:00 pm East sets 
up tables for Craft 
& Vendor Sale 
 
7:00 pm BOTH: 
CONFIRMATION 
Class at chapel 

25 

 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 

26 
 

Pastor 
day-off 
 
4—8:00pm  
EAST  
RESERVED 
This is   
for Vendors 
to set up 
 

27 
 
 
Craft & Vendor 
Sale at EAST 
ALL WELCOME! 
9-11am coffee bar 
11-2pm soup &  
        Sandwich 
Bring friends & 
come shop! 

 

28   
 
 
 

8:30 am EAST 
Worship, Comm. 
East coffee after svc 
 

9:30 am  
     JAM at West  
     Also West coffee 
 

10:30 am WEST 
Worship, Comm. 

29 
 

 
 

9:00am-Noon 
Pastor office 
 
 

30 
 

NEWSLETTER  
DAY at OFFICE 
9:10- print 
9:25– fold 
9:35– collate/tape 
 
10:00 am East  
Quilting/sack 
lunch 
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Memorial Service 

for  
Gloria Brown 

Sat., OCTOBER 4 

at West chapel 
1:00 pm visitation 

2:00 service 
(luncheon following) 

MEATBALL DINNER  

for BOTH at EAST 
SUN., OCTOBER 5 

11:30 am—12:30 pm 
Everyone is welcome! 
Bring friends & family. 

$15 ages 13 to adult. 
$8 ages 6-12 years. 

Under age 5 are free. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE: JOIN US FOR A YEAR OF FUN,  

FELLOWSHIP, AND FAITH! 
 

This past school year, we set out with a goal: to host one Luther League event each month. We're excit-

ed to share that we not only met that goal—we had an absolute blast along the way! From spooky haunted 

trails and exciting escape rooms to pizza parties and meaningful service projects at the local food pantry and 

Ronald McDonald House, each event was filled with fun, friendship, and the joy of sharing God’s love. 

As we look ahead to a brand-new school year, we’re eager to continue our mission of building community 

and spreading God’s word through Luther League. If your child is in 7th through 12th grade, we’d love for them 

to be part of our growing group! 

Most of our events are FREE, and if you ask our current members, they’ll tell you—they’re a lot of FUN too! Just 

like last year, event updates will be shared via email and text. If you or your child would like to join our text 

thread (we promise not to overwhelm your inbox!), please contact Alli Horejsi at 507-398-7769. 

Below is a preview of this year’s upcoming events. Summer events will be announced closer to the season. 

Let’s make this another unforgettable year of faith, service, and laughter—together! [See next page for photos!] 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY 

 

Pizza Party – Held 

the first night  

of Confirmation 

Wed., Sept. 10 

6:30pm pizza  

party at the  

West Chapel 

(then at 7pm, first  

Confirmation class) 

 

 

Hesse’s Haunted 

Trail – Claremont 

 

 

Packaging  

Thanksgiving meal 

kits + ice cream at 

Uncle Mony’s 

 

 

Christmas Party! 

Wrapping gifts for 

our adopted families 

+ pizza party  

+ holiday games 

 

 

Movie Outing – TBD 

closer to date 

 

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY SUMMER 

 

Snow Tubing 

(weather permitting) 

 

 

Slumber Party at     

the Chapel! 

- Food, games, crafts, 

and FUN 

 

 

Hosting a Ronald 

McDonald House 

Meal 

 

 

Bowling Party with 

JAM 

 

 

TBD 
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Packaging Thanksgiving meal kits this past 
November for the Hayfield Food Pantry 

Feasting after wrapping 
gifts for our adopted 

families 

Escaping the 
Escape Room! 

Serving at the Ronald McDonald House this past April 

Summer outing to Niagara Cave – for 
many, this was their first time here! 

LUTHER LEAGUE PHOTO-OPS! 
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EAST OFFERINGS     
(07/20 & 07/27, 2025) Current $1,501.85 and In-memory of Carol Mestad $325, and  

 In-memory of Floyd Paulson $90 Undesignated. 

(08/03/2025) Current $1,730 and Benevolence $200. 

(08/10 & 08/17 2025) Current $7,205 and Heritage Assoc. $113. 

(08/24/2025) Current $3,277.96, Benevolence $75. In memory of Floyd Paulson $350 Reimb. 

 And in memory of Diane Foss $930 Undesignated. 

EAST Council Minutes August 12, 2025  
 

Call to Order: Officers Called the Meeting to Order at 6:00PM 
Members Present: Pastor Paul, Gary Kearns, Jane Williams, Meghan Oman, Pete Exe, Dan Williams 
Devotions: Pastor led devotions and Prayer 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor shared his report. He will be on vacation for the next three weeks. Pastor Rushton and  
  his wife Jeanine will be here during this absence.  
Secretary’s Report: June’s minutes were read and approved.   
Financial Secretary’s Report: The Financial Reports from June and July were read and approved.  
 June Totals: Current: $ 7,983    Benevolence: $ 125    Memorial (Cem): $1,355    Thrivent: $75 
 July Totals: Current: $ 3,396.85   Benevolence: $ 0 Memorial: $ 0 
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Reports from April and May were read and approved.  
 The Contributions to the General Fund for June was $ 9,538.00.  
 Expenses for the month were $5,486.71. The larger expenses this month included church  
 insurance, salaries w/health and pension and mileage, elevator check, phone/internet, electric. 
 The Contributions to the General Fund for July was $ 3,396.85.  
 Expenses for the month were $ 9,623.76. The larger expenses this month included salaries,  
 3 AC Units repaired, elevator inspection, church insurance, Mowing/Groundskeeping, Phone/internet, 
 electric. It was noted that Insurance has almost doubled since 2020, it was $538 per month, and now 
 2025 it’s $1058 per month. A motion was made to meet with the company, seconded and approved.  
 A gift card will be given to Will for playing piano last month. 
Deacon’s Report: Meghan has September and is looking for Communion Help first Sunday.  
Trustees Report: Three AC units and fan switch was not working last month. Monday Pete got help to get it  
 fixed by Carol Mestad’s funeral on Wednesday. Pete is looking for a painting company to patch  
 up under the balcony in the sanctuary. Pete cut and cleaned some wind damaged pines around  
 church.  Pete met with Casey about asbestos removal in parsonage and classrooms at East.  
 Annual elevator check, Pete put his name down as a contact person.  
Parsonage Report: Mel and Pete worked cleaning up fallen trees at parsonage after storm. Had a logger, Josh,  
 stop by to look at other possibly damaged trees, OK for now, so leave them. People’s Coop and  H&M 
 Electric came out and helped with taking branches off the lines. July 14th Mel and Pete took the old 
 granary down that was full of holes, raccoons, and pests. There are three 8-ft pews available if anyone is 
 interested, contact Pete Exe.  
Education Report: Meghan reported that Rally Sunday is at West St Olaf on Sept. 14.  
New Business: East St Olaf hosts the next joint meeting in September. It is usually the first Tuesday in  
 September, but this year, that follows Labor Day. A motion was made to move the date to 
 Tuesday, Sept. 9, (for the Joint Council) 6:00pm individual meetings and 7:00pm joint meeting.  

September will be the start of our “New Time” for worship times.  
  8:30 AM for early worship 9:30AM for JAM 10:30 for late worship 
  This is a one-year trial to see how the congregation likes the new times.  

There were some issues with people coming to our parking lot to walk their dogs, however they need to 
clean up after them. Deb DeCook was working on the flower garden and Pete Exe happened to be there, 
so they reminded the person it was private property and to be respectful of God’s Home. Keep an eye 
open for those misusing the property.  

Christ in the Home is being purchased, but is it being used? We use to mail these out. Pastor will grab some 
and take to his Home Visits.  

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Pete Exe and seconded by Dan Williams.    
 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday SEPTEMBER 9 (Joint Council at EAST) at 6pm individual, 7pm joint meeting.  
 

Respectfully Submitted by Jane Williams 
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West St. Olaf Council Meeting Minutes: August 11, 2025 
 

Attendance (P = Present, A = Absent) 

 

Meeting called to order by Will Laxen and Devotions lead by Pastor Paul. 

Agenda approval: Motion made to approve agenda by Sheryl and seconded by Cindy, motion carried. 

Secretary’s Report: Report read, motion made to approve by Deb and seconded by Sue, motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: June/July report reviewed. Joint council meeting would be 9/2, Pastor asked about moving it 

to the following week 9/9. West council members are fine with it but pending East council’s approval (approved). 

Financial Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: Reports reviewed and discussed. Motion made to approve both 

 reports by Sheryl and seconded by Deb, motion carried 

Boad of Education Report: VBS is almost here, nine kids have signed up and five can sleep over.          

Rally day is September 14th; plans are almost done. A bounce house before & after service and WELCA is help-

ing by serving lunch after the service.    LL’s July activity was Niagara Cave in Harmony, MN. Seven kids and 

three adults attended. The kids served dinner at the Ronald McDonald House for the August activity with eight            

people attending.  September’s activity will be a pizza party on the first night of confirmation. Questions for     

requesting funds for the Luther League and serving coffee hour in the summer were discussed. 

Deacon’s Report: Cards sent: Thinking of you to Susie Thoe, Gloria Brown, and Carma Bjornson; Birthday to 

Virginia Iverson; Sympathy to Denise & Jim Kyllo, Kurt & Cindy Orning, and Nancy & Dave Peterson.  Thank you 

to all that served and baked for Loretta Himle’s memorial service.  Gene & Sharon are holding an open house for 

their 60th wedding anniversary on Saturday August 16, congratulations. Sunday August 17th will be a joint service 

at West. VBS is 8/23 & 8/24 and coffee hour will be served by JAM. Taste of Norway at East on 8/24. The coun-

cil will serve coffee hour on 8/31, volunteers are needed. Rally day & new member Sunday on 9/14 (9:30 am 

JAM/coffee hour & 10:30 am church) with lunch following. Free will offering will be co-sponsored by Thrivent and 

donated to JAM’s technology fund. Volunteers are needed for help or to bake bars.   WELCA quilting will begin 

in September (9, 10, 23, & 24). A memorial service for Gloria Brown will be held on 10/4. Blessed be her 

memory. Confirmation recognition during coffee hour on 10/12 for Isabelle Conelly, Ryker Hazelman, and 

Mathea Horejsi. The fall bazaar is scheduled for 10/25 and Confirmation on 10/26. 

Trustees Report: Church basement bathrooms were brought up for discussion tabled until next month 

Old Business: None 

New Business: The Hayfield Postmaster and delivery person are requesting a mailbox be set-up. Sheryl made 

a motion to get a mailbox, Sue seconded, motion carried. New members include Dudley & Barbara Davis,     

Norman Senjem, Bonnie, TJ, Lane, & Owen Austin, Lon & Judy Jones. Deb made a motion to approve new 

members, Cindy seconded, motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was made by Dave, seconded by Cindy, approved.  Closed with the 

Lord’s prayer. 

Submitted by: Cindy Stoppel, West St. Olaf council secretary 

Next Meeting: Next meeting will be September 9th, 6:00pm AT EAST, with joint meeting at 7:00pm 

Pastor Paul P Dave Peterson P Deb Schuck P Ben Horejsi P 

Will Laxen P Sheryl Wohlers P Clay Hazelmann   Billie Jean Smetana   
Hans Estby   Mary Brandt   Greg Brandt       
Cindy Stoppel P Sue Hyland P Chad Thompson       

Jenny Twaddle P Carma Bjornson   Del Senjem P     
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Pastor Paul Thompson 
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Living in God’s amazing grace since 1856 


