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West St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
70640 260th Avenue - Hayfield, MN 

          Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany – February 5, 2012          
Pastor: Darby Lawrence                        Organist: Patricia Nelson  

 
INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the 
stars—it is that God who strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus' 
healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick 
woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon's mother-in-law, 
we are lifted up to health and diakonia. Following Jesus, we 
strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own 
strength in quiet times of prayer. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the 
faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your 
good news may be made known to the ends of your creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

BAPTISMAL SONG: Borning Cry (WOV #770) 
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HOLY BAPTISM     P. 121 

Baptism of Hannah Marian Masching and kaleb Matthew 
Palmersheim  

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:21–31 

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who 
will bring them to freedom is the God who created the world, the God 
who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who 
are weary. 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
 Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
  22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
 and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
 who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
 and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
  23who brings princes to naught, 
 and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
  24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
 scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
 when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
 and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
  25To whom then will you compare me, 
 or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
  26Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
 Who created these? 
 He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
 calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, 
 mighty in power, 
 not one is missing. 
  27Why do you say, O Jacob, 
 and speak, O Israel, 
 "My way is hidden from the LORD, 
 and my right is disregarded by my God"? 
  28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
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 He does not faint or grow weary; 
 his understanding is unsearchable. 
  29He gives power to the faint, 
 and strengthens the powerless. 
  30Even youths will faint and be weary, 
 and the young will fall exhausted; 
  31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,  
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 they shall run and not be weary, 
 they shall walk and not faint. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

VERSE Alleluia p. 62 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:29–39 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

(SING)   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from 
oppression. Everywhere he goes, he heals them and sets them free. 
Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that 
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus. 
29As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John.  30Now Simon's mother-in-law was 
in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once.  31He came 
and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and 
she began to serve them. 
  32That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were 
sick or possessed with demons.  33And the whole city was gathered 
around the door.  34And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the 
demons to speak, because they knew him. 
  35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and 
went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.  36And Simon and 
his companions hunted for him.  37When they found him, they said to 
him, "Everyone is searching for you."  38He answered, "Let us go on 
to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 
also; for that is what I came out to do."  39And he went throughout 
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Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out 
demons. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

(SING)   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: On Eagle's Wings (WOV 779) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Peace be with you. 

Peace be with you. 

OFFERING    

 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

  and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

 Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

  that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

 Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

  unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

 Grace our table with your presence, and give us 

  a foretaste of the feast to come. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER     

Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

DIALOGUE   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O holy God: 
     you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the 
nations. 

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
     and revealing to us your mercy and might. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
     our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
     Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
     and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
     This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
     shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
     his preaching and healing, 
     his dying and rising, 
     and his promise to come again, 
     we await that day when all the universe 
     will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
     that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
     we may be light for the world, 
     revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
     Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,                                                 
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     in your holy Church, 
     both now and forever. 

   Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen 

LAMB OF GOD    P. 72 

COMMUNION (LBW p. 71) 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

#212  Let Us Break Bread  
#296  Just as I Am 

#448  Amazing Grace 

CANTICLE  Thank the Lord p. 72 

BLESSING 

God the Father, light-creator; 
God the Son, Light from Light; 
and God the Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
bless you and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG: Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
(LBW 481) 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
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Thanks be to God. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

February 5, 2012 

Sharing the Work 
In Galilee, Jesus begins his ministry, proclaiming the good news of 
God and healing the sick. His listeners are astounded by his power 
and by the authority with which he teaches, cures, and casts out 
demons. Word spreads, and soon his disciples tell him excitedly, 
"Everyone is searching for you." Everyone wants to be convinced of 
the coming kingdom of God and to be relieved of suffering. 

Yet, interestingly, Jesus doesn't stay put until all these Galileans can 
witness his presence directly. He tells Simon, "Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for 
that is what I came out to do." Jesus doesn't belong to one place or to 
one people only. Nor does he finish all that needs doing in any one 
community. Instead, he equips his followers to carry on his ministry 
and to complete what has been left undone. They are to be his extra 
hands, extra mouths, and additional compassionate hearts. He restores 
people to physical and mental health so they can again be productive. 
When Simon's mother-in-law rises from her sickbed, she doesn't get 
to luxuriate in her newly-regained health. She stands up and uses her 
skills to serve the disciples. 

Similarly, while the people in Capernaum bring to him "all who were 
sick or possessed with demons," we are told that Jesus only cures 
"many," and casts out "many demons." Why not all? He intends for 
his disciples to work by his side. He wants them to get their hands 
dirty, to heal where they can and to comfort where they cannot. Jesus 
never intends to be just a spectacle. He offers his miracles as an 
invitation, revealing his power to empower us. We must be healers 
and teachers too. We also must seek out what needs fixing in our 
communities and put our hands to it. 

 

8 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39935. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 

West Prayer List:  Ron Nordland, Gene Hyland, Esther Wilson, 
Lucille Morris, Jeff Lechnir, Violet Alrick, Elina Senjem, Wayne 
Wahlers (Gena Cahill’s uncle), Mel Thomas, Stephen  Pew, 
(grandson of Boyd and Gloria, who is in the service), Elmer Boyum 
(Kendall’s father), Barb Nord (Debbie Shuck’s mother), Shirley 
Bonow  (sister of Sharon Gulbransen), the family of  Jean Gronseth  
(Shirley Gulbransen’s sister)      

East Prayer List:  Sue Robinson, Steve Senjem, Scharlene Schroeder 
(sister of Carol Mestad),  Iva Sattre, Bev Brandt, Alice Watson,  
Marvin Brandt, Bill Fritts,  Mya DeCook (daughter of Ryan and 
Jennifer), John Heydt (Pat Nelson’s brother), Harris Nelson (Jerry’s 
cousin)  

Those with a long term need for our prayers:  Matt Miller (nephew 
of Carma Bjornson and Julie Boyum) 

Thank You to those serving us today  
   Altar Guild:   Wilma Kyllo and Judy McGowan 
   Acolytes:        Kristofer Aasen and Trystin Kaehler    
   Reader:           Cindy Stoppel                                                       
   Ushers:          Don Alrick, Ben Horejsi, Neil Rabehl, Craig Steinfadt     

                   O U R  A P P O I N T M E N T S 

 

                            A N N O U C E  M E N T S 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 PM  Confirmation at West  

THURSDAY 9:00 AM Pastor in Office till Noon  

 10:00 AM Bulletin Deadline  

FRIDAY  Pastor’s Day Off  

SUNDAY 9:00 AM  East Worship Service    

 10:00 AM Sunday School Both Churches  

 11:00 AM  West Worship Service  
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Baptized in today’s service are Hannah Marian Masching  and 
Kaleb Matthew Palmersheim.  Hannah’s parents are Andy and 
Katie Masching. Her sponsors are David and Jamie Palmersheim. She 
was born on June 24, 2011.  

Kaleb’s parents are David and Jamie Palmersheim. His sponsors are 
Andy and Katie Masching. He was born on November 9, 2011.  

We welcome Hannah and Kaleb as the newest member of West St. 
Olaf and the Holy Christian Church.   

West JAM will sing next Sunday during worship services.  

NEW MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY: New Member Recognition is 
scheduled for next Sunday, February 12th.  Coffee hour honoring our 
new members will be at 10:00 that day with our worship service at 
11:00.  please join us for coffee and fellowship  with our new 
members.  

Esther Wilson celebrated her 90th birthday this Saturday 
(February 4).  Please send cards and birthday greetings to Crest View 
Villa Apt. 102, Hayfield, MN.   

Our Altar ladies for the month of February is Wilma Kyllo and 
Judy McGowan.  Our monthly chair person is Nancy Danielson and 
our mission project for the month is still SEMCAC, which we are 
collecting paper and cleaning supplies.  There will be quilting on Feb 
14th & 15th with our monthly WELCA meeting on the 15th at 1:30.  
Please join us.  Our Bible study leader is Jean Thoe and hostess is 
Sheryl Wohlers.   Quilting is also scheduled for February 28th & 
29th. 

The Worship and Music Committee has been reestablished!  We 
met on January 11th to select congregational hymns for the next 
couple months of Sunday services.  If you have any suggestions 
concerning our music and worship at West, please contact one of the 
members listed below. 
 One of the topics we discussed was how we can get more 
special music at our worship services.  By special music we mean 
vocal and instrumental solos, ensembles and choirs – basically 
anything that is not a congregational hymn.  We know that we have 
many musically gifted members at West St. Olaf and we want to 
encourage you to consider sharing your gifts with the rest of us! 
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 If you would like to sing or play music at a worship service, 
please contact one of us so we can properly coordinate our efforts and 
make sure that the music we offer fits with the church season and 
scripture readings for each Sunday. 
 Worship and Music Committee members are: Jan Nordland, 
Nancy Danielson, Gloria Pew and Pastor Darby 

WELCA will be collecting paper and cleaning products for 
our MISSION PROJECT this year for local organizations. 
In January and February we will collect for Dodge County 
SEMCAC.  There will be a container in the narthex and in the north 
kitchen of the chapel for your items. 

If you would like the deacons to send a card to a family in our West 
congregation who is ill or has lost a loved one, please let the deacon 
for the month know. Cindy Stoppel is the February deacon. . .  

If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns about West St. Olaf, talk 
to a Church council member or the pastor. You can also put them in 
the suggestion box on the table at the Church entrance.  

Next Week’s Readings: 2 Kings 5:1–14,  Psalm 30 
    1 Corinthians 9:24–27,   Mark 1:40–45 
Next Week’s Acolytes:  Julia Smith and Catrina Fjerstad     

Attendance and Collections: Attendance: 60.  Current Offering $779 
and Benevolence Offering $50. 

PRAYERS FOR CONGREGATIONS - We are "Called into God's 
Marvelous Light" to be Christ-Centered Disciples. This week we are 
asking for prayers for the following: 
Bear Lake Concordia Lutheran, Albert Lea 
Bethlehem Lutheran in Mankato 
Iambi Secondary School in Tanzania (partnered with Bethlehem)  
Cross of Christ Lutheran in Houston   
Ikungi Lutheran Church in Tanzania (partnered with Cross of Christ,) 
Bear Creek Lutheran in Grand Meadow 

Pastor: Rev. Darby Lawrence  258-0381  revdarby@gmail.com  
Secretary: Dennis Wendt: 507-365-8222  eastwest@kmtel.com 
Home: 507-533-9365 or 273-3226  dennywen55976@yahoo.com  

                          Website – weststolaf.org      


