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East St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
6200 County Road 3 SW – Byron, MN 

October 18, 2026: 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Thompson     Organist: Pat Nelson 
 

WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE VISITING: 
If you’re visiting, please sign our guestbook (on the 
stand in the narthex). Note that worship times rotate 
monthly between East & West St. Olaf.  

 

   SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 
EAST EARLY at 9:00 am for Oct. (East coffee after church) 
      JAM at 10:00 am at West (also West coffee) 
WEST LATE at 11:00 am for Oct. 
BOTH: CONFIRMATION DAY is next Sun, Oct. 25th  

 
THANK YOU TO THOSE SERVING US 
Note: Anyone interested may join Altar Guild 
Altar Guild: Oct. – Gena Cahill 
Deacon:  Oct. - Mehgan Ohman 
Reader: Oct. 18:  Meghan Ohman 
Acolytes:  Ushers cover, if no acolyte listed 
Coffee Servers: 3rd Sun. - Circle 4     

  

READINGS: Oct. 18, 2026 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
INTRODUCTION:  In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile 
ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to 
trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and 
to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that 
our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. 
Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of 
God and for the sake of the world. 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7: The prophet announces that Cyrus 
the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s 
exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will 
recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a 
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god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and 
darkness. 
PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10: Most likely this 
letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement 
and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic 
environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a 
model for other new Christian communities. 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22: After Jesus begins teaching in the 
temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask 
if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MEETINGS ABOUT ST. OLAF PARSONAGE: 
>>> TODAY East and West will each hold a “parsonage 
informational meeting”(these meetings will be right after each 
worship service – with both council presidents being present).  
>>> THEN there will be a “voting-meeting”, regarding the 
parsonage on Sunday, November 1, at each church (right after 
each worship service). Voting will be by ballot, and per our 
constitutional requirements for eligible voters. 
 
FALL BAZAAR AT WEST ST. OLAF ~ ALL WELCOME! 

Everyone is invited to WEST St. Olaf 
FALL BAZAAR on Saturday, Oct. 24, 
from 9:00am thru 11:30am. There will  
be Lefse, Rosettes, Krumkake, Donuts, 

Baked Goods, Crafts, and Quilts to buy. And as always, a 

delicious brunch: Bacon & egg lasagna, fruit, sweet breads, 
orange juice/coffee. Adults: $10, Children ages 5-12: $4, 
children 5 & under are free. 
 
EAST MEMBERS:  We are POSTPONING two big events!!! 
Our Fundraiser Raffel with Potluck Brunch AND ALSO the 
East Meatball Dinner are BOTH POSTPONED and BEING 
MOVED INTO 2027!  Due to so much going on this fall, we are 
postponing our FUNDRAISER RAFFLE (likely to be in late April) 
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and our MEATBALL DINNER (to take place in February).  
SAVE THE DATE: EAST RETIREMENT DINNER!!! 

 
 

HAPPENING TODAY & THIS WEEK 
TODAY        >> Informational Meeting(s) about Parsonage:  
              Right after each church service! 

9:00 am East worship (NO communion) 
After church: PARSONAGE INFO MEETING 

  10:00 am JAM at West (also West coffee) 
  11:00 am West worship (NO communion) 

After church: PARSONAGE INFO MEETING 
Tuesday: 10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 
   >>>>   DEADLINE to submit info for  
    next newsletter 
 

Wednesday: 7:00 pm BOTH: Confirmation at West and  
    Conf. PHOTOS at both churches 
 

Saturday 9:00-11:30am WEST FALL BAZAAR/BRUNCH! 
    Everyone is invited to the Bazaar!! 
 

Oct. 25 (Sun.):   BOTH: CONFIRMATION DAY! 
9:00 am East worship, Communion & 
  CONFIRMATION DAY 

    (East coffee after church) 
  10:00 am JAM at West (also West coffee) 

11:00 am West worship, Communion & 
  CONFIRMATION DAY 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Oct. 27 (Tue.): 10:00 am East quilting/sack lunch 

Oct. 28 (Wed.): 7:00 pm BOTH: Confirmation at West 
Oct. 29 (Thur.):  >>>> NEWSLETTER DAY at Office 
    (9:10-print, 9:20-fold, 9:40-collate) 
SCHEDULE FOR NOVMEBER 

WEST EARLY at 9:00 am for Nov. 
BOTH JAM at 10:00 am at West (also West coffee) 
EAST LATE at 11:00 am for Nov. (East coffee after church) 
>> RETIREMENT DINNERS: West on 11/08, East on 11/15 
 

Nov. 1 (Sun.): >> VOTING Meetings about Parsonage:  
         right after each church service! 

9:00 am West worship, Communion 
After church: PARSONAGE VOTE MEETING 

  10:00 am JAM at West (also West coffee with 
        80th Birthday Party for Larry Himle) 

  11:00 am East worship, Communion 
After church: PARSONAGE VOTE MEETING 

  (East coffee after church) 
 

TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER: EAST Prayers:  Tom Myhre, Sr., 
Jim Olson, Linda K. (friend of Pat Nelson), Keith Roeder (friend of 
Audrey Carlson), Salem (cousin of Keaton DeCook), Todd Pyfferoen, 
Kathy B., Kaysie Peterson, Dawn Hugeback, Debra Moekel (daughter 
of Audrey Carlson), Dalton Mansfield (in military), John (cousin of 
Pat Nelson), Sylvia Torstenson, and John Heydt (brother of Pat 
Nelson); and Dawson Meier (completed Basic, starting AIT training).  
 

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
PASTOR Paul Thompson: (Call before driving to office)  

Cell Phone: 507-273-8504  Email: pthomp821@gmail.com 

SECRETARY Gina Moser: (Call before driving to office)  

Office: 365-8222   Cell: 951-4964   Email: eastwest@kmtel.com   

OUR WEBSITES: eaststolaf.org OR weststolaf.org  

JANITORIAL SVC EAST: Becky Wilbourne 507-923-5845  

COUNCIL CONTACT INFO: ALL area codes are (507)  

EAST: President: Randy Robinson: 923-0479  

Gary Kearns: 206-3158 or 254-5285.  Bryan DeCook: 208-1590 
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